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	Pres says 
Kelly Daynard, ECFWA President

	Greetings to all ECFWA members,

It’s hard to believe that it has already been a year since I assumed presidency of the ECFWA. 

As we finish plans for our 2009 Annual Meeting, scheduled for April 28 at Rittenhouse Hall in Vineland, I want to thank the members of my Board of Directors for so capably handling their many responsibilities over the last year. I’m especially delighted that most of them are planning to return to the board for the 2009/10 year. I’d like to offer a special thanks to Sarah Brown who will be stepping down after serving three years as our Secretary Treasurer. Sarah’s done a fantastic job of so many tasks over the last few years – balancing our books and organizing our annual audit, paying bills, taking minutes, managing memberships, liaison with the CFWF and so much more. Her incredible organizational skills and attention to detail will certainly be missed and we wish her best as she leaves the board (but not the organization) to devote her time to some new ventures.

As you’ve read on the listserv postings, we are looking for two new board members to replace both Sarah and Mary Baxter who stepped down early this year. We promise that serving on our board is not a high-pressure assignment, nor does it take a lot of time. We hold meetings every month to six weeks in the Guelph area (with several board members participating by conference call). Board members divide up responsibilities associated with hosting two or three events each year as well as the annual meeting. If you’re interested in letting your name stand for one of the director positions or just want to know more, contact any member of the current board or Lilian Schaer who is heading up the nominating committee – lilianschaer@agrifoodprojects.ca
I hope to see many members at the AGM in two weeks. We have some great speakers lined up (detailed elsewhere in this newsletter) and it’s always a great opportunity to catch up with some old friends and colleagues.

ECFWA wine appreciation event on June 16

As our members, you’ve told us that while you enjoy and learn from the professional development workshops we offer annually, you also enjoy events that simply promote the chance to network with each other.

So, in that spirit, we’re in the process of organizing a fun evening event on Tuesday, June 16 at Caesar Martini’s restaurant in Waterloo (starting after work). The event will include a short wine appreciation seminar by sommelier Rob Howie. Rob has taught wine appreciation courses to many audiences – including students at Conestoga College. He has a fun and relaxed approach to tasting and enjoying wine and will give us tips on what to look for when shopping for wine and how to pair wines with foods. ECFWA members and their guests will have the chance to try several wines (both red and white) which will be paired with some fantastic canapés featuring locally grown products. Book the date and watch the website and listserv for more details.
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	Register now – 2009 ECFWA Annual Meeting 

	The 2008-2009 ECFWA annual meeting is planned for Tuesday, April 28, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. This year’s meeting will be held at Rittenhouse Hall in Vineland, Ontario. 

A busy agenda is highlighted by a panel discussion on “Living within the Greenbelt”. Fitting for our location within the Greenbelt for this annual meeting, panellists Bill Hodgson, Mayor of Lincoln, Len Troup, Chair of the Ontario Tender Fruit Producers’ Marketing Board, and Burkhard Mausberg, President of the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation, will share their experiences on the challenges and benefits of the Greenbelt. 

Please pre-register no later than noon on Friday, April 24 by contacting ECFWA Secretary-Treasurer Sarah Brown at sbrown@quarry.com. 
For a complete agenda and driving directions to Rittenhouse Hall in Vineland visit www.ecfwa.ca. 
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	ECFWA Seeking board members for 2009-2010

	Want to make difference in the future of ECFWA? Bursting with professional development ideas? Want to connect with other communicators? 

Become involved in the Eastern Canada Farm Writers Association by becoming a member of our board. There are two open Director positions for 2009-2010, and we are looking for members interested in filling those spots.

It's not a high-pressure assignment...honest! Responsibilities involve participating in board meetings (approximately once per month, except during summer) and helping with planning of events like the annual meeting, professional development sessions and other projects the ECFWA takes on. You may participate in meetings in person or via conference call. 

Anyone who is a member of ECFWA is eligible to become a Director. It's a great chance to network with your fellow communicators - and with the International Agriculture Journalists' Federation conference coming to Ontario in 2011, it's an exciting time to be involved with farm writers! 

Here is a run-down of what the responsibilities of each ECFWA Board position are:

President - chair all board meetings, overall responsibility for the organization, its activities and finances; provide column to Nib, reports to CFWF and Farm Journalist as needed; lead contact for the membership; attend board meetings and annual meeting; manage annual CFWF conference bursary process; chair annual meeting

Vice Presidents - chair meetings if President is unavailable; provide support to President as needed; play active role in organizing and leading the organization's events; attend board meetings and annual meeting

Newsletter editor - write, layout and distribute all editions of the Nib on a regular basis; maintain and update website content; take lead in writing and distributing event flyers and notices; help with planning and organizing activities; attend board meetings and annual meeting; 

Secretary-Treasurer - responsible for taking minutes at all board meetings; managing all finances including paying bills, overseeing annual financial review; head up membership process including renewals and new members; answer all inquiries; serve as general contact for the organization; help with planning and organizing activities; attend board meetings and annual meeting; 

Directors: help with planning and organizing activities; attend board meetings and annual meeting; 

All board members, regardless of position, are expected to play an active role in planning and putting on events and activities for the organization. That way, the workload is spread out amongst everyone and avoids creating too much work for only a few individuals. 

Let me know if you have any questions - and if you're interested in joining the Board, I'd love to hear from you (519-212-9559, lilianschaer@agrifoodprojects.ca). Board members will be officially elected at the ECFWA annual meeting on April 28. 

Thanks,
Lilian 
Chair, ECFWA Nomination Committee
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	Background: ECFWA proposed membership fee increase

By Kelly Daynard, ECFWA President

	At the 2009 annual meeting of the ECFWA on Tuesday, April 28 in Vineland, the board will be recommending a $10 annual fee increase to our membership. This would increase an ECFWA membership to $50 from $40 (and a student membership to $30 from $20) – the first increase since 1996.

An increase would enable the ECFWA to match an identical increase by the Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation (CFWF), which was approved at last year’s annual meeting in British Columbia.

Currently $20 of each $40 ECFWA membership goes to our national organization and $20 stays with the ECFWA. The portion that goes to the CFWF will increase to $30 for 2009 so the fee increase is necessary to enable the ECFWA to continue being funded at its same level – thus being able to offer its annual roster of programs and workshops.

Over the last 20 years, the CFWF’s structure and costs have increased. A part time administrator was hired in 2004 and the size of its awards program has also doubled in the last few years.

A survey of CFWF members was conducted in early 2008. At that time, 81% of respondents indicated that they’d be prepared to pay higher membership dues to help with the organization’s operations. 

ECFWA memberships are valid from April to April each year. As a result, and in anticipation of the fee increase, ECFWA will not be accepting any membership renewals until this year’s annual meeting. Once the membership votes on the proposal and if the vote is passed, the new fee structure will take place.

A $50 membership is, in my personal opinion, still an incredible value when you consider that other professional associations can have annual membership fees reaching hundreds of dollars. The fee also gives all ECFWA members membership in both the CFWF and the International Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ).

If you have any questions, please contact either myself at kdaynard@ofac.org or ECFWA treasurer Sarah Brown at sbrown@quarry.com. 
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	Perseverance prevails! Finnamore off to IFAJ Congress in Texas

	Good things come to those who keep trying. Past Canadian Farm Writers’ Federation (CFWF) President, and Eastern Canadian Farm Writers’ Association (ECFWA) member and volunteer, Allison Finnamore, can attest to that. 

This summer, she’ll attend the International Federation of Agriculture Journalists (IFAJ) Congress in Texas. Up to $2,500 of her expenses will be covered by the CFWF international travel bursary, thanks to her persistence at entering the award competition. The bursary is graciously funded by Monsanto Canada.

“This is the fourth time I applied,” says Finnamore from her office at home in Moncton, New Brunswick. “I kept at because the international association has a lot to offer in terms of professional development and networking. Plus, I’d like to feel a stronger connection with the international organization, so the opportunity to strengthen that relationship was a strong pull to keep trying.”

Finnamore smiles and then continues. 

“I’m also very determined and focused, so I every year I worked to improve my application, striving to be the winner.”
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	Finnamore was one of nine applicants. While that’s down from 12 last year, it was a healthy competition.

Finnamore, a self-proclaimed city girl, graduated from New Brunswick Community College and began her career as a reporter in Grand Falls, N.B. That was followed by reporting for The New Brunswick Telegraph-Journal and The Fredericton Daily Gleaner.

Her freelance career, now close to twenty years, has seen her work appear in many agriculture and specialty publications across Canada including: Farm Focus of Atlantic Canada, Country Guide, Nova Scotia Business Journal, Top Crop Manager, The Milk Producer, Canadian Poultry Magazine, Fruit and Vegetable Magazine, Country Life in BC, Farmers’ 

	Independent Weekly, Manitoba Co-Operative, Canadian Cattlemen, Canola Guide, Farming A Journal of Northeast Agriculture, Atlantic Construction Journal and The Carleton Victoria Advertiser.
Today, she is the Editor of the weekly Farm Credit Canada AgriSuccess Express and Associate Editor of the bi-monthly AgriSuccess Journal. She also does contract communications work with business and government. 

Until agriculture writing became her niche freelance market, she says, like many Canadians, she didn’t know much about farming. She says becoming involved in CFWF is why she’s been so successful. The process happened somewhat by chance. 

Heather Jones, the editor of Farm Focus and a CFWF member, was leading the planning of a national CFWF conference in New Brunswick. Farm Focus had a small group of regular contributors including Finnamore. By default she became a member of the CFWF conference organizing committee. Sadly, the conference was cancelled at the last minute because of travel issues due to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in the United States.

“We regrouped for the following year and had a great conference. My husband Dale came and pitched in at the hospitality suite. We had a lot of fun, and it was an incredible experience to have a nation of agriculture communications open up to me,” explains Finnamore.

In 2003, when the CFWF conference was in British Columbia, ECFWA (through the profits from the previous year’s conference) helped fund Finnamore’s trip to her second national conference. She had another great experience and was hooked on the organization.

“At CFWF conferences, I meet other writers and communicators, tour farms and I’ve learned to think nationally about agriculture rather than regionally. That national perspective created more market opportunities for my business. CFWF showed me the world of possibilities for agriculture communications and introduced me to the people who could help me achieve the goal of this focused niche.”

Because CFWF had such a large impact on her ag communications career, Finnamore is deeply committed to giving back. She contributed to the CFWF in leadership and volunteer positions. She spent five years as a board member representing the Eastern Canadian Farm Writers’ Association (ECFWA) and a year as CFWF President in 2004-05. She’s helped organize national conferences, find judges for annual award competitions, and sponsors for events, and today she’s committed to welcoming international visitors to Canada when the IFAJ Congress is in Guelph in 2011.

Of her trip to Texas, Finnamore looks forward to gaining a deeper understanding of U.S. agriculture and shared issues like COOL, BSE and climate change. She also intends to bring a Canadian perspective to U.S. agriculture.

She’ll share her experience with fellow CFWF members through social media, her blog, website as well as speaking about her trip at the national conference in Edmonton. For sure, she’ll be championing CFWF, and very likely encouraging members to apply for the bursary both through her comments and also through her enthusiasm. Way to go Allison!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
CFWF bursary applicants complete a written application and are evaluated by two CFWF past-presidents and a member-at-large. Special thanks to this year’s judges: Past-presidents and senators Laurie Harris of Ontario, Claire Stanfield from Alberta and member-at-large Kelly Daynard of Ontario, last year’s bursary winner.
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	Survival in Electronic Times
By Karen Dallimore, Words for Hire
Based on a presentation at the 2009 Professional Development Seminar held in Guelph 

	How will emerging electronic technology affect journalism? Should we care about bloggers? How are we going to make a buck on all of this?

We all have lots of questions but according to three perspectives that were unfolded at the ECFWA winter seminar held in February in Guelph, the consensus seems to be that our continuing survival will depend on our ability to listen and react to the electronic world.
Andrew Campbell of eHarvest.com is embracing the opportunity to use the internet as a broadcast media, developing a service template that in itself will be marketable. In partnership with AgVision TV 

	they’ve developed a video-based website of breaking agricultural news that farmers can access in their tractor on a blackberry or iphone as they work between corners of the field. 

Their market research has shown that 59% of Canadian farmers are on high speed internet and a typical user spends two and a half minutes on site. The biggest challenge is to grab and keep attention. “They float in and float out,” according to Campbell, a factor that is kept in mind when developing content for their website: videos are kept to less than three minutes long and the advertising spot that opens the video must be kept to around fifteen seconds or you’ll lose your audience. 
Campbell says they will be tracking how viewers are surfing - what they’re watching and for how long – to help them to develop similar website content and strategies for interested
	Internet usage by 
agricultural producers

Andrew Campbell of eHarvest.com shared these market research findings during his discussion. 

73% of Canadian producers have internet

85% of Canadian general public have internet

78% of Ontario producers have internet

59% of Canadian producers have high speed internet

94% of producers use e-mail (of those who have internet)

38% of producers watch online videos

57% of U.S. producers use internet


	industry partners. 

Hill & Knowlton is a public relations firm where David Jones is faced with new issues involving new media every day, every hour, and sometimes every minute, even monitoring his blackberry during the seminar for examples of breaking reports. He says that word of mouth was the original media; now news is available in an instant, particularly in crisis situations as the internet gives a platform for ‘citizen journalists’.

Online is not only fast but it has now become interactive, says Jones, not like the ‘library’ it used to be. Corporations, media and the public are all participating competing in the same space and communication is happening in all directions with little control. 

But what about the credibility of the information? Who are the editors? There are no filters and no standards, says Jones, who has watched as blogs started to be used as tips, not sources, but he’s seeing them now being used in stories. Bloggers are now represented in the pressrooms. 

His challenge is to figure out a way to listen, analyze who the influences are, then decide how to interact.

Ira Basin has been with CBC Radio since 1984 as a radio program producer. He’s watched as the media have been diminished in their traditional role as the gatekeeper of information. He points to “people formerly known as the audience” that have now blurred the lines separating readers, reporters and editors through direct electronic communication, a world he calls ‘public.com’.

Basin compared what he called Journalism 1.0 that operated on the principle of scarcity to Journalism 2.0 – public.com -that operates on the principle of abundance. Old journalism was costly and cumbersome, relying on paid contributors and collaborative verification, while new journalism is low cost, highly responsive, with no gatekeepers. Published stories needed to be selective when they were put on paper but now the internet provides infinite time and space for endless information.

In the old world of journalism it was better to be right than first, but now Basin says it is better to be first than right. Also, what was once a finished story now continues to evolve, and mistakes that were rarely acknowledged or corrected under the old journalism rules are now easily and quickly corrected. 

Basin still sees room for journalism that goes beyond gossip to present the ‘why’ of current affairs versus just the ‘what’ and ‘who’ of immediate news. He contends that content won’t change, but the delivery mechanism will be a function of economics. For example, classified ads have gone on-line in a big way. 

For your own website he predicts that survival will rely on keeping an eye on your competition worldwide and being able to react. As he says, you’ll lose your audience if they come across something better. Utilizing the new world of public.com will rely on link journalism: you’ll need to show up in Google on the first page. Providing feedback opportunities will be important to a website but you’ll have to find a way to moderate the dialogue to protect yourself. 

All of this raises some interesting legal issues, says Basin. There aren’t ‘publishers’ in the electronic world, just ‘distributors’, and the whole model may collapse if issues begin to appear in courts.  As he says, “It will be interesting to watch.”
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L-r: Sarah Andrewes moderates our speaker panel comprised of 
David Jones, Ira Basin and Andrew Campbell. 
(Photo by Kelly Daynard)
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	This broadcaster's life can inspire today's graduates GuelphMercury.com - Opinions - This broadcaster's life can inspire today's graduates 
By Owen Roberts

	Thank you to ECFWA member Owen Roberts for allowing us to reprint this column that originally appeared in the Guelph Mercury in early April. The ECFWA expresses our sympathy to the family of Murray Gaunt, a lifetime member of this organization who passed away recently after a long illness. The ECFWA has made a donation to Country Heritage Park in Gaunt’s memory.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I'm urging students - especially my agricultural communications and research-writing SPARK students, who finished their final classes last week - to consider the wonderful, unpredictable plight of Murray Gaunt, as they go forward into what the students themselves often call the "real world."

Some 50-plus years ago, Gaunt graduated with a diploma from the Ontario Agricultural College, then went back to his family farm in productive Huron County. The move home was carefully orchestrated by his dad, who wanted him there, but figured some carrot was necessary to entice his highly educated Aggie son away from Guelph's bright lights.

The allure? Turkeys.

At the time, agriculture was in transition, much like it is today. The Second World War had ended, research investments were making agriculture more innovative, and new markets, such as poultry, were opening up. New graduate Gaunt saw this as a real world of opportunity. So he dug in, and in a couple of years, his fledgling turkey flock had grown to 15,000 strong - just when farm broadcast giant CKNX in Wingham called to offer him a screen test.

It came as a complete surprise. Gaunt hadn't applied for an off-farm job. But the station bosses had seen the young Aggie around, knew he was sharp, and wanted him on their team. With agriculture growing, a hunger had developed for more farm stories, and the station managers considered him to have the right stuff to satisfy their audience's demand. They needed someone who could help farming make sense for viewers and listeners.

And, again, he rose to the occasion. Backed with his education, affable personality and real-world experience, Gaunt went on to become a respected, high-profile farm broadcaster.

The local Liberals took note, recruited him to enter provincial politics and watched with glee as he went on to serve Huron-Bruce as MPP for nearly 20 years.

It was another job he wasn't particularly looking for. But it turned out serving the public was in his blood, in much the same way journalists serve their constituents. In fact, when he retired from provincial politics in 1981, he wound up back in journalism, again at CKNX in farm broadcasting. He resumed his illustrious career and finally retired (again) in 1999, but still freelanced regularly with the station.

Unfortunately, Gaunt's story came to a sad conclusion last week, when the multi-talented farmer turned broadcaster turned politician (and back again) died in London, Ont., at age 73. The agricultural communications community, along with many other constituencies, I'm sure, mourns his loss and extends deep sympathies to the Gaunt family.

I hope they find some comfort knowing what an inspiration he's been to others, and how his story can be a model for graduates today. Like the rest of us, he had no idea what the future held for him, but he equipped himself with knowledge and skills, remained open to new challenges and possibilities, and nurtured a career that enlightened and assisted others.

John Lennon said life is what happens when you're busy making other plans -- such as planning to graduate. But the amazing group of award-winning soon-to-be graduates that I've come to know over the past four years haven't waited for anything. Like Gaunt, they immersed themselves in the moment, served their university community -- their "real world," at the time -- and now embark on whatever comes next.

They will find another real world - and then another, and then another -- that in some ways has not changed in 50 years.

It's still, and always will be, hungry for talented, progressive, open-minded people who can help make sense of it all, help explain the gee-whiz moments in life, and help sort out the so what and who cares. What an incredible opportunity to serve yourself and serve others who aren't so fortunate. May good luck follow you in your next real world.

Owen Roberts Teaches Agricultural Communications at the University of Guelph.
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	It’s never too late to start planning for CFWF 2009! 

	
Mark September 10 to 12, 2009 on your calendars for the 2009 Canadian Farm Writers' Federation Annual Conference. The 2009 event is titled "Shaping the Future Marketplace: The Opportunity Hunters", and will be held at the Edmonton Delta South, Edmonton, Alberta.

Friday tours are being planned by Mary MacArthur of the Western Producer, and Saturday's events are being organized by Terry Hockaday and Brad Brinkworth of Meristem Information Resources. The schedule of tours and speakers are starting to take shape, and we'll be sure to keep you informed about the conference agenda. 

Numerous sponsorship opportunities are available. If you're interested in becoming a conference sponsor, or would like to sponsor a tour, meal, speaker or other event, please contact Reg Norby in Edmonton. He can be reached at 780-436-0590.

We look forward to keeping you up-to-date with a conference section posted on the new AFWA website. This new site is a first for the Alberta group. Blogs about the tours, links to social media and new information are being planned for the site. 

To help get you excited about your visit to Edmonton, take a look at this great article from Avenue Magazine, titled: The 25 Best Things to Eat in Edmonton. 

We're looking forward to seeing you in Alberta!


Janet Kanters and Annemarie Pedersen 
2009 CFWF Conference Co-Chairs


2009 CFWF Conference Planning Committee:
Terry Hockaday (hockadayt@meristem.com); 'Lee Hart' (hartwriting@shaw.ca); Lisa Skierka (lisa.skierka@eggs.ab.ca); Mary MacArthur (mary.macarthur@producer.com); Tamara Stecyk (vineberg@telusplanet.net); Tracey Feist (groundwords@q.com); AnneMarie Pederson (annemarie.pedersen@adfarmonline.com) ; arnierin@cattle.ca; Lisa Guenther' (lisa.guenther@gov.ab.ca); Brad Brinkworth (brinkworthb@meristem.com); Janet Kanters (janetkanters@gmail.com)
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	Niblets

If you have any member news to include in the Niblets, please contact Kim at 
519-767-4644, kim.waalderbos@adfarmonline.com

	Three SPARK writers from the University of Guelph were lauded over the past few months for exceptional performance and service. Arthur Churchyard, who has coordinated the SPARK student radio features on CKNX and won CFWF broadcasting awards, was one of three Dr. William Winegard Exemplary Volunteer Involvement Awards (http://www.uoguelph.ca/news/2009/04/winegard_volunt.html). Lindsay Brown, Seed of the Year coordinator (http://www.seedoftheyear.ca), won the silver award from the Society for Technical Communications for stories she wrote in the University of Guelph Research magazine dedicated to the Canada Foundation for Innovation. Stefanie Nagelschmitz, a fourth-year Ontario Agricultural College student, won the university's R.P. Gilmor Student Life Award. Stefanie has also been chosen to be this year's agricultural communications intern at the Calgary Stampede. Congratulations SPARK writers! 

Lifetime ECFWA member Murray Gaunt passed away in a London Hospital at the age of 73. Gaunt represented parts of Midwestern Ontario as an MPP at Queen's Park for 18 years before retiring in 1981. Former Huron-Bruce Liberal M-P Paul Steckle remembers Gaunt as a great ambassador for his constituents. Murray Gaunt also worked at CKNX twice - most recently spending 17 years as the station's Senior Farm Editor. He retired from that job the end of December, 1999 but continued providing feature material for the radio station for several years after that. Gaunt won several Eastern Canada Farm Writers Association awards and a Canadian Farm Writers Association award for his coverage of agriculture. He was inducted into the Ontario Agricultural Hall of Fame in June of 2005. Gaunt was also a long-time member of the Wingham Lion's Club, and served on many other local committees and boards. 
ECFWA member Richard Phillips is always looking for ways to give back. As Executive Director of the Grain Growers of Canada based in Ottawa he gives several presentations on agriculture each month, but because he was formerly staff with the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, he often uses these presentations to also continue sharing the story of the Foodgrains Bank and his work in northern Afghanistan. He was recently in Dawson Creek BC at the BC Grain Producers AGM and in Cornwall at some local churches; sharing pictures, short video clips and stories of what life is like for Afghan farmers. If anyone is looking for an interesting presentation on farming in another part of the world, email him at phillips@ggc-pgc.ca 
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Richard Philliips discussing Winter Wheat with 
a farmer during his international travels.
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	ECFWA 2008-09 executive

	President: Kelly Daynard, Ontario Farm Animal Council, kdaynard@ofac.org
First Vice President: Sarah Andrewes, Hill & Knowlton Canada, sarah.andrewes@hillandknowlton.ca
Past President: Lilian Schaer, AgriFood Projects,  lilianschaer@agrifoodprojects.ca 
Secretary-Treasurer: Sarah Brown, Quarry Integrated Communications, sbrown@quarry.com
Newsletter Editor: Kim Waalderbos, AdFarm, kim.waalderbos@adfarmonline.com
Directors: 

Scott Allison, Farmers Feed Cities, scott@farmersfeedcities.com
Andrew Campbell, Farms.com, andrew.campbell@farms.com
Clare Illingworth, Syngenta Crop Protection Canada, clare.illingworth@syngenta.com
Jane Robinson, AdFarm, jane.robinson@adfarmonline.com
Theresa Whalen-Ruiter, For Your InFARMation, twr@rogers.com
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The Nib is a distribution for members of the 
Eastern Canada Farm Writers’ Association

Editor: Kim Waalderbos kim.waalderbos@adfarmonline.com
Newsletter comments or suggestions are welcome


All content copyright 2009 ECFWA 
www.ecfwa.ca
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